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Madame Chair,  

Violence once more is producing hundreds of thousands of forcibly displaced people. The 

Delegation of the Holy See notes with regret that the number of persons of concern to the 

UNHCR throughout the world has increased over the past twelve months. In almost all 

instances this increase is due to the continuation of armed conflicts while, at the present 

time, the States involved, the regional structures, and the international community as a 

whole, lack the political will to dialogue and to reach peaceful political solutions. 

Armaments will not help balancing fighting groups’ influence and only will kill more 

civilians and uproot more families. This tragic evidence reconfirms that with war 

everything is lost and with peace everything is to be gained. 

Madame Chair, my Delegation is pleased that in this moment of heightened displacement 

of people, the High Commissioner has initiated efforts to explore the role of faith 

communities in protection. The High Commissioner’s dialogue on faith and protection last 

December was the successful expression of the convergence of people of faith in giving 

priority to compassion, solidarity and respectful dialogue as the appropriate method in 

responding to the plight of refugees. We note with approval the Affirmations of Faith 

Leaders which have been released recently as a follow up to the Dialogue. First hand 

reports received from the areas of conflict show how faith communities are providers of 

protection. At the present time in Syria, one Catholic international organization is working 

through over 20 faith communities, Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, and Muslim, to 

provide food, medicines, shelter, and psychosocial support to over 100,000 people in 

Damascus, Homs, Aleppo and surrounding rural areas. The recipients of these benefits are 

mostly Muslim, just as the population of Syria is in the majority Muslim. The benefits are 

not distributed according to creed, but according to need. It is a case of Syrians helping 

Syrians. These faith based groups are not subject to the constraints of UNDSS security 

rules nor the tactics of politics which often impede the delivery of assistance. They are not 

part of the conflict, but are seeking to serve the needs of other non-combatants who are 

suffering. In my Delegation’s view it is vital that links between such groups and the 

UNHCR be strengthened so that the protection mandate may be better achieved. 
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Madame Chair, 

This Delegation admires the generous efforts of Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and Iraq in 

receiving over one and a half million refugees from Syria. This has been at great cost to 

these host countries as well as to the financial resources of UNHCR. The response of the 

international community to this emergency is indeed heartening. Much has been given, 

yet more is still needed. At the same time my Delegation is concerned that other 

emergencies, other people in need of protection, are being neglected as all the money 

moves to the Syrian emergency. We worry when we hear that needed protection services 

are being restricted in other parts of the world because there is no longer any money to 

pay for them. Madame President, a sick child requiring medicine in a refugee camp in 

Zambia is no different from a sick child requiring medicine in Damascus, or Amman. Each 

is in need and each deserves protection because the life of each is precious. 

Madame Chair, 

As a final point, my Delegation will address the question of access to protection space. The 

example of Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and Iraq calls to mind their willingness to allow 

foreigners to enter their territory for protection. Indeed, these countries show the way to 

the rest of the international community. It is not enough to merely admire from afar the 

generous policies adopted and implemented by these countries and not emulate them. My 

Delegation, therefore, calls on the High Commissioner to continue his efforts to expand 

space for first asylum and space for resettlement and other durable solutions. 

Thank you, Madame Chair. 


