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CATHOLIC COALITION AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING CELEBRATES TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
Met in Baltimore at the U.S. Catholic bishops’ annual fall General Assembly to discuss their efforts to 

prevent modern-day slavery 
Added day of prayer for survivors and victims of human trafficking: Feb.8 

 
BALTIMORE, MD — The Coalition of Catholic Organizations against Human Trafficking (CCOAHT) celebrated 
its tenth anniversary  with a meeting on November 9th, 2013 in Baltimore during the bishops’ annual fall 
General Assembly, in which coalition members reflected on the last ten years and strategized on the years 
to come. 
 
With the backing of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), the coalition established  an annual 
day of prayer for survivors and victims of human trafficking on February 8th. February 8th is the feast day of 
St. Josephine Bakhita, who was kidnapped as a child and sold into slavery in Sudan and Italy. Once St. 
Bakhita was freed, she dedicated her life to sharing her testament of deliverance from slavery and 
comforting the poor and suffering. 
 
The coalition committed to strengthening its public presence and reaching out to other Catholic 
organizations that are also working on trafficking issues.  They decided on two major priorities: 

 Educating Catholics about human trafficking and promoting responsible consumer practices by 
highlighting forced and exploitative labor practices in companies’ supply chains, and 

 Supporting national legislation that combats human trafficking and promotes business 
transparency in supply chains. 

 
Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, the newly-appointed chair of the USCCB’s Committee on Migration, attended and 
expressed his support for the important work coalition members do in their local communities. He spoke of 
the connection we have to every person, no matter their circumstances, for “because of Jesus’s blood, we 
are children of the same Father.”  
 
The over twenty attendees included representatives from diverse groups such as, the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious, Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns, School Sisters of Notre Dame, 
Sisters of the Holy Names, Mid Atlantic Coalition against Modern Slavery, Franciscan Action Network, St. 
Thomas University School of Law, Sisters of the Good Shepherd, Ladies of Charity USA, Felician Sisters, and 
the US Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
Representatives from Catholic Charities USA presented on their recent report, highlighting the 
demographics of trafficking victims and the barriers, challenges and gaps in services for survivors. Nathalie 
Lummert of USCCB, also briefed coalition members on the Vatican’s recent workshop on human trafficking 
held November 2-3. 
 
About CCOAHT:  
The Coalition of Catholic Organizations against Human Trafficking is comprised of national Catholic member 
and partner organizations working to eliminate modern day slavery. Through the work of its member 
organizations, CCOAHT educates Catholics on the evil of human trafficking, advocates for legislation that 
will end it, and helps to provide both physical and spiritual healing to survivors. 
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