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The Judge Dominic Massaro American Society of the Italian Legions of Merit Records

Summary Information

Repository Center for Migration Studies

Title Judge Dominic Massaro American Society of the Italian Legions of Merit
Records

Date [bulk] Bulk, 2000-2010

Date [inclusive] 2005 - 2011

Extent 6.0 Linear feet 6 banker's boxes

Language English

Language of Materials note Most of the materials are in English; others are writtenin Italian.

Abstract CMS.104 contains records that were created between 2005 and 2011,
while Judge Dominic Massaro was President and Chairman of the Board
of the American Society of the Italian Legions of Merit (ASILM). ASILM
celebrates Italian heritage, promotes a positive Italian identity, furthers
Italian cultural patrimony, and helps the needy and poor with the award of
mini grants.

Preferred Citation note

Center for Migration Studies of New Y ork; Dominic R. Massaro American Society of the Italian Legions
of Merit Records (CM S.2015.001); Box; Folder.
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Biographical/Historical note

Born and raised in the Bronx, Dominic Robert Massaro received a Bachelor of Science and Master of
Public Administration from New Y ork University, a Master of Science from Long Island University,

and a Juris Doctor from New Y ork Law School. During histime at NY U he served as president of the
Catholic Students Association, part of life-long service to the Church. Upon entering professional life,

he served variously in the New Y ork Civil Court, the New Y ork City Commission on Human Rights, the
U.S. Selective Service System, the New Y ork State Appeal Board, the New Y ork Division of Human
Rightsthe Agency for Voluntary Service, United States Regional Direction. From 1987 to 1999, he served
simultaneously as a Judge in the Court of Claims and Acting Justice. In 2008, he returned to the bench

as a Justice in the Supreme Court, First Judicial District (in the Bronx). Toward this end of histernure, in
1998, he served as the American judiciary's delegate to the Rome Treaty Conference on the Creation of
the International Criminal Court. In 2010, he became a Justice of the Supreme Court of Bronx County. In
private life he continued his service to the Catholic Church, as chair of the Cardinal's Committee on the
Italian Apostolate of the Archdiocese of New Y ork. Asthat title suggests, Massaro was a so interested in
Italian-American issues, and was instrumental in memorializing Italian Americans Filippo Mazzei and
Antonio Meucci. The Italian government has shown its appreciation of hiswork with honorsthat led to
his affiliation with the American Society of the Italians Legions of Merit and thus to the deposit of these
records He is among the few Knights of the Grand Cross of the Italian Republic and also a Knight of the
Grand Crossin the Royal Order of Francis I, bestowed in 2010 when he was President of the ASILM.

Biographical/Historical note

The American Society of the Italian Legions of Merit (ASILM) was founded in 1965 and has
approximately 700 members residing in the United States. Each member has performed a special

service that led to receiving a decoration from the Republic of Italy in one of five orders— Order of
Merit of the Italian Republic, Order of Military Merit, Order of Labor Merit, Order of the Italian Star of
Solidarity, and the Order of Vittorio Veneto. Founded on the basis of strengthening the traditional bonds
of friendship existing between Italy and the United States, ASILM is national in scope, international in
spirit, and functions at the highest levels of chivalric, diplomatic, and beneficent arenas. The Society has
historically provided financial assistance to awide-range of cultural and humanitarian endeavors both in
the United States and abroad.

Judge Massaro (1940 - ) is a Supreme Court judge in New Y ork who is one of a dozen Italian descent

to hold Italy’ s highest decoration of Cavaliere di Gran Croce della Repubblica Italiana. He served as
president of the American Society of the Italian Legion of Merit and was conferred Knight of the Grand
Crossin the Royal Order of Francis| by H.R.H. Prince Carlo di Borbone, Duke of Castro and Head of the
Royal House of Bourbon — Two Sicilies. The Bourbons ruled in southern Italy until the unification of the
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Italian peninsulain 1861. A past president of the National Commission for Social Justice, Massaro has
also been conferred four other Grand Crosses — by the Vatican, the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, the
Roman Catholic church, and the Organization of Latin American States.

Scope and Contents note

CMS.104 consists of personal correspondence, biographical data of ASILM members and honorees,
documents regarding funding projects, and special events, as well photographs and news clippings. Also
included are several bound issues of the newdletter "Il Cavaliere," published by ASILM, and a bound
volume of ASILM ECOSOC Application for Consultative Status. There are also afew CDs documenting
special events. The records document the experience of running a not-for-profit organization as business
technology changed and as "branding” and public relations became more important.

Arrangement note

The current arrangement of the Judge Dominic Massaro American Society of the Italian Legion of Merit
(ASILM) Recordsis by various series and within each series the documents are divided into files folders
that are mainly organized chronologically by year.

Administrative Information

Publication I nfor mation

Center for Migration Studies 2016 June 24

Conditions Gover ning Access hote

Open to researchers by appointment.

Conditions Gover ning Use note
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Copyright is owned by the Center for Migration Studies. Permission to publish materials must be
requested before use.

Immediate Sour ce of Acquisition note

The Hon. Dominic R. Massaro deposited the collecton with the Center for Migraton Studies between July
17 and July 25, 2015.

Controlled Access Headings

Per sonal Name(s)
e Massaro, Dominic R. (Dominic Robert), Hon.
Subject(s)

» American Society of the Italian Legions of Merit
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Series I: ASILM Associate Membership

Collection Inventory

Series|: ASILM Associate Member ship

Box Folder
. ) 1 1
Alito Hearings 9 January 2006
) 1 2
Cav. Di Gran Croce, Italy
Membership Lists 1 3
. 1 4
Associate Members. One of two. 2005
. 1 5
Associate Members. Two of two 2005
. 1 6
Associate Members 2006
. 1 7
Associate Members 2007
. 1 8
Associate Members 2008
. 1 9
Associate Members 2009
Associate Members 2010 1 10
2 11

Companions of Merit 2008
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Series II: ASLIM Charities Board

Companions of Merit 2009

Companions of Merit 2010

Executive Director 2010-2011

Initiate Caputo, Auriana

Caputo 2011

Caputo 2012

Nominating Committee

Personnel Committee 2010

Board of Directors 2005-2009

By-Laws 1997-2010

Seriesll: ASLIM Charities Board

Charities Board 2006

Box

Box

Box
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Series Ill: ASILM Events

Charities Board 2007 4 23
Charities Board 2008 4 24
Charities Board 2009 4 25
Charities Board 2010 S 26
Charities Board 2011 5 27
Mini-Grant Recipients 31 December 2010
Series!Il: ASILM Events Box Folder
5 29
Box Folder
Bandini Lunch 8 April 2005 5 29
Chicago 12 April 2007 5 30
. . . . 5 31
Italian Diplomatic and Consular Corps Reception 2007
. . . . 5 32
Italian Diplomatic and Consular Corps Reception 21 May 2008
- . . . 5 33
Italian Diplomatic and Consular Corps Reception 21 May 2009
Italian Diplomatic and Consular Corps Reception 20 May 2010
5 35

Casa Italiana Zerilli-Marimo 4 December 2006 and 29 January 2008
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Series Ill: ASILM Events

Italy President of the Security Council 29, January, 2008

Dinner for His Excellency Marcello Spatafora, Permanent Representative
of Italy to the United Nations 29 January 2008

Visit of Pope Benedict XVI to the White House 16 April 2008

Dinner for the Fortieth Anniversary of the American Society of Italian
Legions of Merit with His Excellency Marcello Spatafora 28 July 2005

Dinner Honoring Italian Cabinet Minister Mirko Tremagia, 9 October
2005

Dinner Honoring Francesco Maria Talo, Consul General of Italy in New
Y ork 8 August 2007

Dinner Welcoming Giulio Terzi di Sant'Agata, Permanent Representative
of Italy at the United Nations 21 Octobe 2008

L uncheon Honoring the Officers and Directors of the American Society of
Italian Legions of Merit, Hosted by Consul General of Italy in New Y ork
Francesco Maria Talo 29 October 2009

Dinner for the American Society of Italian Legions of Merit Leadership
Hosted by Ambassador Giulio Terzi di Sant'Agata, Permanent
Representative of Italy to the United Nations 10 June 2009

Dinner Honoring Gianfranco Fini, President of the Italian Chamber of
Deputies 10 February 2010
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Series IV: ASILM Gold Medal Awards

Message of President of the Republic of Italy Carlo Azeglio Ciampi to 6 46
the American Society of Italian Legions of Merit on the ASILM's Fortieth
Anniversary Dinner 1 December 2004
Trip to Eritrea 22-30 March 2011 6 a7
. : o . . . 6 48
Visit of his Excellency, Geiorgio Napolitano, President of the Republic of
Italy 13 December 2007
. : : : : : 6 49
Fortieth Anniversary of the American Society of the Italian Legions of
Merit 1 December 2005
. , 6 50
41st Annual Dinner and Board Meeting 1 December 2006
: . 6 51
42nd Annual Dinner and Board Meeting 30 November 2007
. . 6 52
43rd Annual Dinner and Board Meeting 5 December 2008
: . 7 53
44th Annual Dinner and Board Meeting 4 December 2009
. . 7 54
45th Annual Dinner and Board Meeting 5 December 2009
. I 7 55
Ambassadors/Companions of Dignity — Montenegro 2008
. " : 7 56
Ambassadors Companions of Dignity- San Martin
Series|V: ASILM Gold Medal Awards
Box Folder
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Series V: ASILM Branches

Bush Gold Medal 2 June 2006 8 57
iamoi 8 58
Ciampi Gold Medal 29 November 2005
- 8 59
Napolitano Gold Medal 19 September 2007
Pelosi Gold Medal 2008 8 60
Fini Gold Medal 2009 8 61
Festing Gold Medal 2010 8 62
Benedict XVI Gold Medal 2010 3 63
i 8 64
Obama/Biden Gold Medal 2010/2011
iq Al : 8 65
Scalia, Alito, Draghi Gold Medal 2011/2012
Schifani Gold Medal 2011 8 66
Miniature Medal 8 67
SeriesV: ASILM Branches
Box Folder
8 68

New Jersey
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Series VI: ASLIM Il Cavaliere Newsletter

Southeast 8 69
Pacific 9 70
Pennsylvania 9 71
Florida 9 72
Coterminis Regions 9 73

9 74

Corporate Italy

Box Folder
) 9 76
Invoices

Consulates 9 77
Contributions to La Scuola d’ Italia ® 7
L ) 10 79

ECOSOC Application for Consultative Status
10 80

Italian Orders
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Series VII: ASLIM Miscellaneous

[talian Mission

Library of Congress

Meucci Project — 2006

Miscellaneous

Mission Statement

New Decorations and Promotions

New Y ork Community Trust

Paolucci Screenplay

Pending 2005

Sedls, Logos, etc.

U.S. and Italy on Antiquities

U.S. and Italy Relations

Treasurer

VillaFirenze Foundation
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Series VIII: ASILM Correspondence

11 95

Website

Box Folder
January — June 2005 12 96
July — Dec 2005 12 97
January — June 2006 12 98
July — December 2006 12 99
January — June 2007 12 100
July — December 2007 12 101
January — June 2008 13 102
July — December 2008 13 103

Box Envelope
January — June 2009 13 104
July — December 2009 13 105

Box Folder
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Series IX: Photographs

January — December 2010 13 106
Correspondence with Cavalieri — 2005 13 107
13 107

Correspondence with the Italian Government 2006

Photographs 1970-2007

Photographs 2008-2010
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