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Haitians (19 percent), Jamaicans (16 percent), and Nigerians (14 percent) together make up almost half of the
total Black undocumented immigrant population in the United States.
Even though Black undocumented immigrants are short-term residents, they have high English proficiency-level.
Eighty-eight percent of Black undocumented immigrants speak English well, very well, or only English.
The vast majority (85 percent) of Black undocumented immigrants in the United States are of working-age. On
average, this is a young population, with a mean age of 33.1 years old, compared to 43.9 for Black documented
immigrants, 35.7 for the Black US-born population, and 37.9 for the overall US-born population.
Recently arrived Black undocumented immigrants are relatively more educated than those who immigrated in
the past.
Black documented immigrants pursue and complete higher education at higher levels than either Black
undocumented immigrants or Black US-born population.
Employment among Black undocumented immigrants (76 percent) is higher than that of Black documented
immigrants (69 percent), the Black US-born (56 percent), and the overall US-born (60 percent) populations. 
Black undocumented immigrants are more likely to be employed in Service occupations and less likely to be
employed in Management, business, science, and arts occupations compared to the Black documented and Black
US-born populations.
The average wage of working Black undocumented immigrants ages 16 and older ($30,283) is lower than that of
the Black documented ($46,417), the Black US-born ($39,028) and the overall US-born ($52,167) populations.
Black workers in the United States overall face a wage gap, and lack of legal status only exacerbates the wage
differential.
Legal status would provide Black undocumented immigrants with more education, higher incomes, jobs that
better match their skill sets and more access to health insurance. Overall, legal status would promote the
economic and social integration of undocumented immigrants.
The enactment of pending bills would provide legal status and a path to citizenship to large number of
undocumented Black Immigrants. In fact, all Black undocumented immigrants would be prima facie eligible for a
legalization program under the US Citizenship Act of 2021, which would provide lawful prospective immigrant
(LPI) status to undocumented immigrants who were physically present in the United States on or before January
1, 2021.
As discussed in the CMS Report Ready to Stay: A Comprehensive Analysis of the US Foreign-Born Populations Eligible
for Special Legal Status Programs and for Legalization under Pending Bills, Congress should pass broad immigration
reform legislation to reform the underlying legal immigration system and allow the great majority of US
undocumented residents to gain legal status. Additionally, Congress, the relevant federal agencies, and advocates
should ensure that any legalization program be properly structured and sufficiently funded, particularly the work
of community-based organizations, states, and localities.

This data and policy briefing examines the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of Black undocumented
immigrants living in the United States and provides estimates of this population that would be eligible for permanent
residence (legalization) under pending bills including the American Dream and Promise Act of 2021 (ADPA), the
Dream Act of 2021, the Citizenship for Essential Workers Act, the Farm Workforce Modernization Act, the Liberian
Refugee Immigration Fairness Act, and the US Citizenship Act of 2021. The Center for Migration Studies of New York
(CMS) estimates that there are 582,300 Black undocumented immigrants, accounting for 5.6 percent of the total
undocumented population living in the United States. Their proportion to the overall undocumented immigrant
population has remained relatively constant, ranging from 5 to 6 percent, over the past decade (from 2010 to 2019). 

The data and policy briefing offers the following top-line findings:

Executive Summary
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Black undocumented immigrants are one of the most vulnerable groups in the immigrant population. They not only
face the challenges of living without immigration status, such as the threat of deportation, but they also face racial
prejudices. It is important to understand the demographics and social conditions of this group to help policymakers
and community-based organizations develop targeted policies and programs that can aid and benefit this population
on their journey to build a safe and secure life. This study examines the demographic and socioeconomic
characteristics of Black undocumented immigrants living in the United States and provides estimates of this
population that would be eligible for permanent residence (legalization) under pending bills (Kerwin, Pacas, and
Warren 2021).[1]

The Center for Migration Studies of New York (CMS) estimates that there are 582,300 Black undocumented
immigrants, accounting for 5.6 percent of the total undocumented population living in the United States.[2] Their
proportion to the overall undocumented immigrant population has remained relatively constant, ranging from 5 to 6
percent, over the past decade (from 2010 to 2019). Table 1 presents the number of all undocumented immigrants in
the United States over time by race. In almost all years analyzed, the number of Black undocumented immigrants is
lower than that of white, Asian, and Hispanic undocumented immigrants. Being a smaller share of the population can
bring additional challenges, such as having a smaller network of community on which to rely and less targeted
resources for social integration.

1. Introduction

Note: Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred. 
Source: Center for Migration Studies (CMS). 2022. “Democratizing Data Initiative: Undocumented Immigrants in the United
States, by Race and Year, 2010-2019 [dataset].” New York, NY: CMS. https://www.cmsny.org/data-undocumented-national-race-
2010-to-2019.

Table 2 shows the top 10 countries of origin of Black undocumented immigrants. According to CMS estimates,
Haitians (19 percent), Jamaicans (16 percent), and Nigerians (14 percent) together make up almost half of the total
Black undocumented immigrant population in the United States. The reasons for migration vary from natural
disasters and famine to political conflicts and economic turmoil. For instance, Haiti sits on a major fault line, which
makes the country prone to devastating earthquakes. These recurring natural disasters, together with political
events, have caused an overwhelming number of Haitians to be displaced. The United States continued to see
Haitians  arrive in large numbers  in  recent years, especially  following  the political turmoil that  ensued after the July 

[1] The term “legalization” refers to federal programs that offer path for undocumented residents to permanent residence and subsequently to
naturalization. 
[2] CMS estimates of Black immigrants refer to immigrants who do not also identify themselves as Hispanic. CMS’ estimates are based on the one-year
2019 American Community Survey data, Ruggles et al. (2021).

Table 1. Undocumented Population in the United States, by Race and Year, 2010-2019
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2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moïse[3] (Joseph 2022). US Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
encountered 48,727 Haitians entering the United States in fiscal year 2021, with the numbers sharply rising after
President Moïse’s assassination, and 44,523 Haitians entering the United States in fiscal year 2022, as of July 2022, as
opposed to just 5,291 in fiscal year 2020 (CBP 2022). On the other hand, Jamaican residents are mostly labor
migrants; they predominantly relocate due to economic reasons, such as a chance for steady employment and
higher earnings (Glennie and Chappell, 2010). Prolonged economic and political instability are the main reasons
behind Nigerian migration. Haiti, Jamaica, and Nigeria are followed by Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Cameroon, Trinidad
and Tobago, Congo, and Liberia as the top ten countries of origin, accounting for 73 percent of the total
undocumented Black population (Table 2). 

Note: Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred. 
Source: CMS estimates using the one-year 2019 American Community 
Survey (ACS) data, Ruggles et al. (2021).

[3] Many Haitians, among other groups, come to the United States seeking asylum. While asylum seekers with pending cases are legally authorized to stay
in the United States, as they are without legal status, they are included in the undocumented population for the purpose of this study.

Florida (21 percent)
New York (12 percent)
Texas (12 percent)
New Jersey (6 percent)
Maryland (6 percent)
California (4 percent
Massachusetts (3 percent)
Washington (3 percent)
Virginia (3 percent)
Georgia (3 percent). 

The top 10 states in which Black undocumented immigrants reside are:

Florida, New York and Texas host nearly half of all Black undocumented immigrants (45 percent). The distribution of
this population across the country can be seen in Figure 1.

Table 2. Black Undocumented Immigrants, by Country of Origin
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[4] Metropolitan areas listed are using the 2013 definitions for metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) from the US Office of Management and Budget
(OMB).

It is not uncommon for undocumented immigrants to live in major metropolitan areas due to the ease of travel, job
opportunities, and support systems that may be in place. The US metropolitan areas with the largest number of
Black undocumented immigrants are New York-Newark-Jersey City and Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach.
Together, these two metropolitan areas account for 29 percent of the total Black undocumented population (Table
3).[4] In fact, the top 10 metropolitan areas host over half (60 percent) of this population. 

Figure 1. Distribution by State of Black Undocumented Immigrants across the United States    

Table 3. Black Undocumented Immigrants, by US Metropolitan Area

Note: Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred. 
Source: CMS estimates using the one-year 2019 American Community Survey (ACS) data, Ruggles
et al. (2021).
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Forty-seven percent of Black undocumented immigrants are female. The majority of all Black undocumented
immigrants in the United States are unmarried. Among both men and women ages 15 and over, the share who are
unmarried is 66 percent; married with the spouse present, 23 percent; and married with the spouse absent, 11
percent. Figure 2 shows the age distribution of this population. The vast majority of Black undocumented immigrants
in the United States are of working-age. The share of those between the ages of 16 and 64 is 85 percent, a group
which could bring substantial human capital to the United States. Fourteen percent are under 16 years old, and those
ages 65 and older make up less than 1 percent.  On average, this is a young population with a mean age of 33.1 years
old, compared to 43.9 for Black documented immigrants, 35.7 for the Black US-born population and 37.9 for the
overall US-born population.[5]

2. Demographic and Socioeconomic Characteristics

School-aged children between the ages of 5 and 18 comprise 16 percent of the total Black undocumented immigrant
population. All children in the United States are entitled to access to public elementary and secondary schools.
However, the differences in education systems, such as variations in curricula, and unfamiliarity of bureaucratic
systems are some of the challenges that immigrant children and their parents frequently face. With this significant
number of school-aged immigrant children, the government and non-governmental organizations have the onerous
task of assisting families with enrollment processes, informing them of resources and programs that are available to
them, as well as improving existing and developing new policies and practices to help these children reach their
educational goals.

Figure 3 shows the educational attainment of Black undocumented immigrants ages 18 and over. Nearly a third (32
percent) of this population has a high school diploma or equivalent, 29 percent has some college education, and
nearly a quarter (24 percent) hold a Bachelor’s degree or higher. 

[5] The term "US-born" refers to people who reside in the United States and were born in one of the 50 states or the District of Columbia.

Figure 2. Age Distribution of Black Undocumented Immigrants
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Overall, Black undocumented immigrants are more likely to have an education level of less than a high school
diploma compared to Black documented immigrants and the Black US-born population. The share of Black
undocumented immigrants holding a high school diploma or equivalent (32 percent) is higher than that of Black
documented immigrants (26 percent) and lower than that of the Black US-born population (33 percent). When
looking at those who have some college education together with those who have obtained a Bachelor’s degree or
higher, the share of Black undocumented immigrants that pursue an education level beyond a high school degree is
similar to that of the Black US-born population. However, Black undocumented immigrants are more likely than the
Black US-born population to have obtained a Bachelor’s degree or higher. Whereas 24 percent of Black
undocumented immigrants have a Bachelor’s degree or higher, 19 percent of Black US-born Americans have the
same level of education. Overall, Black documented immigrants pursue and complete higher education at higher
levels than either Black undocumented immigrants or Black US-born Americans.

Black youth, US-born and immigrant alike, seeking an education have historically faced structural barriers to higher
education in the United States. Black undocumented immigrants’ challenges are compounded by their lack of status.
The discrepancy in higher education levels between Black undocumented and Black documented immigrants
suggests that legal status may be a critical barrier. The high tuition rate of a college education is an important
obstacle for low-income students. A lack of legal status, and the accompanying lack of job security, makes it even
harder for the undocumented population to afford these fees. Some states do provide in-state resident tuition and
financial aid to undocumented immigrants, which should help to increase college enrollment rates of this group. In
fact, there are studies that show that providing access to in-state tuition to undocumented immigrants increases
their enrollment rates while having no effect on the enrollment rates of the native-born population (Amuedo-
Dorantes and Sparber 2012; Dickson, Gindling, and Kitchin 2017).

Figure 3. Educational Attainment of Black Undocumented Immigrants (Ages 18 and Older)
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Nigerians are overrepresented among the highly-educated Black undocumented immigrant population (those ages 25
and over who hold a Bachelor’s degree or higher) (Figure 5). While Nigerians only comprise 14 percent of the Black
undocumented population, they comprise 28 percent of the highly-educated Black undocumented population.
Haitians and Jamaicans also are among the top countries of origin as shares of the Black undocumented immigrant
population with a Bachelor’s degree or higher, comprising 10 percent and 7 percent of this group, respectively.
However, they are still under-represented among the highly-educated relative to their share of the total Black
undocumented population, of which they comprise 19 percent and 16 percent respectively. Ghanaians, Kenyans, and
Trinidadians are also relatively more highly-educated, while undocumented Congolese immigrants are relatively less
highly-educated.

For a better understanding as to which specific Black undocumented communities are under-represented in higher
education levels, Figure 6 shows the educational attainment for the top 10 countries of origin. The findings suggest
that less than half the Black undocumented immigrants (ages 18 and over) from Congo, Haiti, Jamaica, Liberia, and
Trinidad and Tobago continue their education beyond high school. This may indicate that immigrants coming from
these countries need more assistance and support to access higher education opportunities. Understanding the
communities with lower levels of education will help policymakers and advocacy groups to implement targeted
policies and provide more guidance to ensure that immigrants’ education levels, regardless of immigration status, are
not disrupted. 

Figure 4. Education Level of Black Undocumented Immigrants, by Year of Arrival (Ages 18 and Older)

Further analysis shows that recently arrived Black undocumented immigrants are relatively more educated than those
who immigrated in the past. The Black undocumented immigrants who arrived in the United States between 2010 and
2019 are the cohort that has the highest share with a Bachelor’s degree or higher and the lowest share with less than
a high school education (Figure 4).
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Figure 5. Highly-Educated Black Undocumented Immigrants by Country of Origin
(Bachelor’s Degree or Higher, Ages 25 and Older)

Figure 6. Educational Attainment of Top 10 Countries of Origin (Ages 18 and Older) 
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Figure 7. Years Residing in the United States of Black Undocumented Immigrants

The social integration of undocumented immigrants is a complex process. Black immigrants can face additional social
challenges because they often face racial discrimination as well as anti-immigrant sentiment. Further exacerbating
their challenges, Black undocumented immigrants overall have short tenure in the United States. Forty-three percent
have been in the United States for less than five years, and 68 percent less than 10 years (Figure 7). Since the majority
of this population are newer residents, they would need more guidance and assistance with their legalization process
as well as accessing basic needs such as education, employment, and health care. Only 66 percent of Black
undocumented immigrants have health insurance compared to 87 percent of Black documented immigrants, 89
percent of the Black US-born population, and 92 percent of the overall US-born population. Additionally, only 29
percent of Black undocumented immigrants own or are buying a home, which may indicate that they are not
financially secure or the uncertainty of their legal status prevents them from big investments. 

Language proficiency is one of the bare necessities for immigrants to connect to social life and meet their basic
needs. Eighty-eight percent of Black undocumented immigrants (ages 5 years and older) speak English well, very well,
or only English; 10 percent speak a little English; and only 2 percent do not speak English at all. Over a third of this
population (36 percent) speaks only English. This population’s high English proficiency-level (English being some of
their native languages) can greatly help their integration into the local communities and labor market.
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Eighty-five percent of the Black undocumented population are of working-age (ages 16 to 64), and 61 percent are in
their prime working-age (ages 25 to 54).[6] Among those ages 16 and over, 76 percent are employed, 19 percent are
not in the labor force, and 5 percent are unemployed. Black undocumented immigrants are more likely to be in the
labor force (81 percent) compared to Black documented immigrants (73 percent), the Black US-born population (61
percent), and the overall US-born population (63 percent). Moreover, employment among Black undocumented
immigrants (76 percent) is higher than that of the Black documented (69 percent), the Black US-born (56 percent) and
the overall US-born (60 percent) populations. 

Over one-third of Black undocumented immigrants are employed in Service occupations, and only 16 percent are
employed in Management, business, science, and arts occupations (Figure 8). In fact, most of the top 15 occupations of
this population are different types of service occupations (Table 4). 

3. Labor Market Characteristics

Table 4 indicates that about 44 percent of this population are employed in the listed top 15 occupations, almost all
being low-skilled and low-paying jobs. Black undocumented immigrants are more likely to be employed in Service
occupations and less likely to be employed in Management, business, science, and arts occupations compared to the
Black documented and Black US-born populations (Figure 8). Many of these are essential occupations. This picture
raises concerns as to whether this population is employed in these occupations because of their lack of legal status
and/or if they are a particularly marginalized group that cannot find employment elsewhere. These findings highlight 

[6]  As the U.S. Department of Labor states “Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) sets the minimum age for employment (14 years for non-agricultural jobs),
restricts the hours youth under the age of 16 may work, and prohibits youth under the age of 18 from being employed in hazardous occupation.”
Therefore, CMS adopted the age of 16 as the minimum working age. For further information please see https://www.dol.gov/general/topic/hiring/workers
under18#:~:text=Generally%20speaking%2C%20the%20Fair%20Labor,being%20employed%20in%20hazardous%20occupations.

Figure 8. Occupational Composition of the Black Undocumented Immigrant Population
(Ages 16 and Older)
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the need for more support for Black undocumented immigrants to find better employment opportunities. The lack of
legal status surely plays a major role in the fact that the Black undocumented population are more likely to be
employed in low-skilled and low-paying jobs. The willingness to accept these low-paying and low-skilled jobs may also
account for the higher employment rates among Black undocumented immigrants when compared to the Black
documented and US-born populations. 

The average wage of working Black undocumented immigrants ages 16 and older ($30,283) is lower than that of the
Black documented ($46,417), the Black US-born ($39,028) and the overall US-born ($52,167) populations.[7] These
figures show that Black workers in the United States overall face a wage gap, and that lack of status only exacerbates
the wage differential. Even though Black undocumented immigrants’ education levels are similar, and their labor
force participation rate is higher than the Black documented and the Black US-born populations, they are
disadvantaged by being overwhelmingly employed in lower-paying jobs. While Black undocumented immigrants earn
less on average, the percentage of this population that live below the poverty threshold (23 percent) is lower than
that of the Black US-born population (25 percent) but higher than that of Black documented immigrants (15 percent)
and the overall US-born population (14 percent).

Although the findings show that recent arrivals are more educated, the occupation categories in which they are
employed are not reflective of their higher education levels. The share that are employed in the Management,
business, science, and arts occupations has decreased for newer arrivals (Figure 9). This suggests that Black
undocumented immigrants may fall into occupations which do not fully utilize their skills or maximize their potential.

[7]  Wage refers to total pre-tax wage and salary income received for work performed as an employee. The mean wage is computed for those who are
employed and 16 years of age or older. 

Table 4. Top 15 Occupations of Black Undocumented Immigrants (Ages 16 and Older)

Note: Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred. 
Source: CMS estimates using the one-year 2019 American Community Survey (ACS) data, Ruggles et al. (2021).
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There are currently numerous pending bills and special legal status programs that would provide legal status and a
path to citizenship for many Black undocumented immigrants in the United States. Table 5 presents estimated
numbers and characteristics of Black undocumented immigrants who would be eligible for legalization under several
pending bills and programs, including the American Dream and Promise Act of 2021, the Dream Act of 2021, the
Citizenship for Essential Workers Act, the Farm Workforce Modernization Act, the Liberian Refugee Immigration
Fairness Act, and the US Citizenship Act of 2021.

The American Dream and Promise Act of 2021 (ADPA) provides undocumented residents who entered the United
States at 18 years of age or younger, including Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients, with
conditional permanent residence, removal of conditions on permanent residence, adjustment of status for nationals
of designated countries for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) or Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) if they meet
certain criteria specified in the bill.[8] CMS estimates that all Black undocumented immigrants who would be eligible
for conditional permanent residence, removal of conditions on permanent residence and DED recipients who would
be eligible for direct adjustment to lawful permanent residence (LPR) have completed high school and have a high
level of English proficiency. Although they all completed high school, the share of this population pursuing higher
education is somewhat low (between 61 to 87). Nearly half of the TPS recipients under the Promise Act who would be
eligible for direct adjustment to LPR status are newer residents and only 40 percent of them have some college
education, a Bachelor’s degree or higher education.

[8] H.R.6 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): American Dream and Promise Act of 2021. (2021, June 15). https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-
bill/6. 
[9] Dream Act of 2021, S. 264, 117th Cong. (2021-2022). https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/264. 

Figure 9. Occupational Composition of Black Undocumented Immigrants, by Year of Arrival 
(Ages 16 and Older)

4. Legalization under Pending Bills
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Table 5. Estimates of the Number and Characteristics of the Population Affected by Legislative Programs

Note: Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred. 
Source: CMS estimates using the one-year 2019 American Community Survey (ACS) data, Ruggles et al. (2021).
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The Dream Act of 2021 provides conditional permanent residence and removal of conditions on permanent
residence for undocumented immigrants who were younger than 18 years of age on the date of US entry, have been
continuously physically present in the United States for four years preceding the bill’s enactment, and meet
educational and other requirements specified in the bill.[9] The findings show that the population who are eligible for
conditional permanent residence under the Dream Act of 2021 are mostly recent arrivals with high levels of English
proficiency, and slightly more than half pursue higher education. Similarly, those eligible for the removal of
conditions on permanent residence under the Act show high levels of English proficiency and low levels of higher
education, but they are longer-term residents compared to those eligible for conditional permanent residence. 

A large number of Black undocumented immigrants would be eligible for the Citizenship for Essential Workers Act,
which provides lawful permanent resident status to those who have worked essential jobs during the pandemic and
their spouses, parents, and children, as well as to the spouses, parents, and children of immigrants who performed
essential labor and died from COVID-19.[10] CMS estimates that there are 287,100 Black undocumented immigrant
essential workers who would be eligible for adjustment to LPR status under this bill. Only 27 percent of essential
workers have lived in the United States for 15 years or more, but 87 percent speak English well, very well, or only
English. Moreover, 86 percent finished high school, and 51 percent have at least some college education. Their
employment as essential workers, however, does not provide a high percentage with health insurance (only 69
percent have health insurance), and only 28 percent of this group own or are buying a house.

An estimated 7,100 Black undocumented immigrants would be eligible for certified agricultural worker (CAW) status
under the Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2021, which would provide undocumented farmworkers and their
family members with a path to legal immigration status and citizenship.[11] This group is comprised of relatively
newer residents who have lower English proficiency levels compared to other groups. Eighty-seven percent have
completed high school, and 51 percent have some college, Bachelor’s degree or higher education.

Nearly 7,000 Black undocumented immigrants would be eligible for legalization under the Liberian Refugee
Immigration Fairness Act (LRIF), which provides lawful permanent residence and a path to citizenship for eligible
Liberian nationals.[12] Liberians are an English speaking population, and those eligible for LPR under this bill are
mostly short-term residents living above the poverty threshold, nearly all of whom have completed high school (97
percent). Similar to the other groups, the share of those who pursue higher education and those who have health
insurance is low for this group. 

According to CMS’ estimates, all Black undocumented immigrants would be prima facie eligible for a legalization
program under the US Citizenship Act of 2021, which would provide lawful prospective immigrant (LPI) status to
undocumented immigrants who were physically present in the United States on or before January 1, 2021.[13] DACA
recipients and childhood arrivals who would be eligible for lawful permanent residence under this bill are mostly
long-term residents with high levels of English proficiency. All of this population have completed high school, but only
about 59 to 63 percent have attended at least some college. Agricultural workers within this population who would
be eligible for CAW status would also be eligible for legalization under the US Citizenship Act.

Overall, the findings suggest that legal status would provide Black undocumented immigrants with more education,
higher incomes, jobs that better match their skill sets and more access to health insurance. Hence, legal status would
promote  the  economic  and social  integration of  undocumented  immigrants. There  is  a  large  number  of  Black

[10] Citizenship for Essential Workers Act, S. 747, 117th Cong. (2021-2022). https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/747.
[11] Farm Workforce Modernization Act of 2021, H.R. 1603, 117th Cong. (2021-2022). https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1603?
s=1&r=76.
[12] H.R.1169 - 116th Congress (2019-2020): Liberian Refugee Immigration Fairness Act of 2019. (2019, March 25). https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-
congress/house-bill/1169. 
[13] US Citizenship Act of 2021. H.R. 1177 and S. 348, 117th Cong. (2021-2022). https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1177.
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undocumented immigrants who are eligible to legalize their status under pending bills. As discussed in the CMS
Report Ready to Stay: A Comprehensive Analysis of the US Foreign-Born Populations Eligible for Special Legal Status
Programs and for Legalization under Pending Bills, Congress should pass broad immigration reform legislation to allow
the great majority of US undocumented residents to legalize and reform the underlying legal immigration system.
Additionally, Congress, the relevant federal agencies, and advocates should ensure that any legalization program be
properly structured and sufficiently funded, particularly the work of CBOs, states, and localities (Kerwin, Pacas, and
Warren 2021).
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