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Peter Maurin, who with Dorothy Day co-founded the Catholic Worker Movement, 
wrote an inspiring essay in 1933 entitled: “Blowing the Dynamite.” Although these 
words were written more than 80 years ago they still have an explosive impact, 
particularly when they are applied to the hot button issue of immigration. Maurin 
wrote:  
 

Writing about the Catholic Church, a radical writer says:  “Rome will have to 
do more than play a waiting game; she will have to use some of the 
dynamite inherent in her message.”  To blow the dynamite of a message is 
the only way to make the message dynamic. If the Catholic Church is not 
today the dominant social dynamic force, it is because Catholic scholars 
have taken the dynamite of the church, have wrapped it up in nice 
phraseology, placed it in a hermetic container and sat on the lid. It is about 
time to blow the lid off so the Catholic Church may again become the 
dominant social dynamic force. 

 
If we dare to apply this quote to the issue of immigration, the words become very 
explosive and perhaps lead some people to respond:  
 

Wait a minute the Catholic Church has always spoken very clearly in favor of 
immigrants and supported the unification of families and besides they have 
written many documents and even given pro-immigrant testimony to 
Congress. 

 
Yes this is all true and we need to congratulate the Church for its unequivocal 
support for our immigrant brothers and sisters. However, after ministering in the 
Hispanic community for over 35 years, I still think we have a long way to go 
before we can feel good about “blowing off the lid” on the issue of immigration. If 
you don’t believe me, just spend a few days here at the Casa del Migrante in 
Tijuana and listen to the stories of so many broken lives. For example, in mid-
August, nine people arrived at the Casa looking for help because they had been 



victims of kidnapping and extortion. They came to Tijuana because they were dirt 
poor.  As so often happens, they left Tijuana even poorer after their families paid 
an average of ransom of $8,000 to save their lives.  
 
There is so much more to be done for migrants and now is the time to act on their 
behalf. To be more precise let’s reflect on the “Donald Trump phenomena.”  
Trump has gone to great lengths to blow off the lid in a negative way. Certainly he 
has made immigration a key theme in the race for the White House in 2016. 
However, we should be very concerned by the barrage of negative rhetoric and 
immigrant bashing that has filled the programming of the 24-hour news cycle.  
 
Where is the voice of the Catholic Church in response? I hate to admit it, but 
generally speaking the silence is becoming deafening. From my perspective at the 
border, I just do not think it is enough to write well intentioned documents, or to 
give poignant testimony to the US Congress. Obviously both of these steps are 
important, but they are not enough to blow off the lid on the immigration issue. 
Meanwhile, Trump parades around the country bashing immigrants right and left 
and more and more people show up at the doors of our Casa victims of a truly 
broken immigration system. 
 
It seems clear to me that this is the time that as Church, on both sides of the 
border, we need to recover our prophetic voices. Once again we need to become 
a dominant and dynamic social force in terms of speaking on behalf of 
immigrants. In concrete terms, I think there are three golden opportunities being 
presented to us and just begging us to speak with one voice as Church. 
 
The opportunity offered by the World Meeting of Families 

 
I imagine by now that just about everyone knows that Pope Francis is visiting the 
United States in late September for a pastoral visit and, soon after his visit, he will 
return to Rome for the continuation of the Synod on the Family.  At the end of 
September all eyes will be on Philadelphia and so we are being presented with a 
golden opportunity to make sure that as Church we speak about the need to keep 
immigrant families together. Mr. Trump has been shouting from the rooftops that 
he wants to keep Mexican families united by deporting them together, including 
US citizen children. I have no doubt that Pope Francis will be a beacon of hope 
when he speaks on immigrant families, but I also hope that after the Pope returns 



to Rome we will still have the courage as Church to follow up and to be a voice of 
hope for all immigrants. 

 
The opportunity presented by the Year of Mercy  
 
It should not have come as surprise that the Pope announced a Year of Mercy.  
We should all be rejoicing that the Pope of Mercy has invited us all to reflect on 
the theme of mercy and how to make it more real in our daily lives. When push 
comes to shove, what does mercy really mean for us?  How can we become more 
merciful persons? Once again we have a golden opportunity at our fingertips. If 
you need ideas regarding the practical application of mercy in your daily life, pay 
close attention to the words and actions of Pope Francis during his pastoral visit 
to the United States. I have no doubt that he will talk about the need to practice 
radical mercy when it comes to welcoming the migrant (with and without papers). 
By the time his visit is complete, we will have heard clearly the voice of mercy and 
inclusivity -- the likes of which Donald Trump has never heard or honored. Pope 
Francis will present us with an example and an opportunity to commit ourselves 
to be pastoral agents of mercy for long after he has left. 

 
The opportunity given us to embrace migration as a Right to Life Issue 
 
For many years the Catholic Church in the United States has vigilantly fought the 
pro-life battle. I am sure many of us have heard passionate sermons by bishops 
and priests proclaiming life and condemning the culture of death. Perhaps now 
we are presented with an opportunity to expand our thinking and to be pro-life in 
all senses of the word. For instance, why can’t we think about including and 
protecting “immigrants” and “immigrant families” under the pro-life banner?  I 
long for the day when more priests and bishops will preach with the same fervor 
in favor of immigrants as they do for the unborn. We have a golden opportunity 
to preach that all immigrants have a right to life. I have no doubt that the Pope 
will preach this very message and I hope we will follow his example and be brave 
enough to defend the lives of all, including immigrants. 
 
Conclusion 
 
On the eve of the historic visit of Pope Francis to the United States, we should 
embrace the opportunity to blow off the lid on the immigration debate. I believe 



the Holy Father will energize us and give us all the inspiration we need as Church 
to become a dominant and dynamic social force that is a prophetic voice for our 
immigrant brothers and sisters. We should use this opportunity to clearly 
communicate that “immigrant lives matter.” We have always been a church of 
mercy and now more than ever, especially after the Pope returns to Rome, we are 
being called to speak of God’s mercy, live God’s mercy and, at the end of the day, 
to be pastoral agents of God’s mercy.  Our immigrant brothers and sisters are 
counting on us as Church to blow off the lid on the immigration issue. Let us pray 
that we will not disappoint them.  

 
Welcome, Pope Francis, to the United States and thank you in advance for your 
words of mercy for our immigrant brothers and sisters! 


